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THE AL&BLEA ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY
Madison=funtsville Chaphor ; Musele Shoals Chapter

wembers of tha Hestern Stales Archeer’agical Federation
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ANNUAL IEGTING

Tho annual meeting of tvho hlebama hrchaeological Sociehy will be held Sunday,
Decem>a 13, 1959, at the Blectris Auditorium, Eleetrical Department, 110 Johnstow
Stresy SesEe, Decatur, Llobama,

Ragistrationgeasensoacosevesopel L0 2 pame
Business li@etingseeosveessscscci 60 3 paillo
spaakers:oioaanoobo-aooo'ooueOLS to 4:30 Pelly

Lawfs Beinlich; “Birdseye Conglomerate
Js o Cambrons ®Flint (rock Rock Shelter"
JoPe and Betty Ara knudsons “Pottery Resitoration",

Guast Speakerssessonszessosnnosdsd0 to 5530 Pomy
Dr. & lbert i, Gessmann;"interesting Featuros of Indian Language".

Following the meeting, & Dutche~luck dinner will be held at 6:30 peme 8t
Holidey Inn on UsS, Highway 3% South,

It is hoped that all the members will take advanitage of our annval meeting
ond will plan to attendp and those who wish vo do so, chould bring thelr artifacts
for displays

The Elentrio Auditorium is looated in the center of Docatur ebout one-half
block west of Seoond Avenue on the North side of Johnston Street.
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ARTHUR B. DUNNING
o hereby nominete Arihur for some sort of degree - perhaps laster of Amateur

Anthur B, Dumning, lae Am., has boen appointed Curator of Minerals by Birmingh
Scutharn College. TFurthermsre, tiais honor is well-deservedc hlthough Arthur's int
es% 11 this fieid is roletively biiof, we are assured by ¢hose in a position to luc
tha® he now ranks omong the sushorities on Alabamn minevals, ernd is making a real
contribution,

This should =erind us that there are real possibilities in the amateur socletles,
and that ore of vur funetions is 4o discover and interest, shal we say the "brains®
sn our midst which hove not been funotioning a% full steams Such people can conty:
bute, Better to fiud en Lrthur then an artifacty

Under the circumstences, we can forgive Arthur for not being a more active
member of the Birminghem /inthropologlcal ond Alsbama Archaenlogimal Society., ‘e do
hope he will be alert to note and report all signs of Indian quarryings In the
moantime, he hasn't forgotten us and sends in the following reports
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RRFONSINS ON LN ARTIFACT
Arthir By Dunning

Enclosed 1s a tracing of an artifact (atlatl weight ?) from the 0ld Town field
site in Clay County, near 4Lshland, flubame, I thought that this should be a matter
of record as it belongs to someors who wiil surely lose it,

I have nevor visited this sito but during my meny mineral collecting trips to
ey County, I have encountercd several people with ourious objoots picked up on th
e

This weight (?) is mado of a mass of wonthered kyanite, which material is oorTn
locally. 7hile being soft (as kyanite weaihers to an amorphous form of mica) it :
outremoly tough and is e good subctance for drilling and grinding into useful ob|c~

iWhile my rirst momborship cates back Z0 years in tho Bthaw Anthro, Soco, I he.
Doen e usporadic and usoless member, But If you can use it I have quite a bit of I:
formetion of interest to archecoiogy,
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We cortainly can use this ltind of reoporting which rescuos a stray artifact fro
oblivion =« s oxcellent example of the use of method to make amateur archacology
usofule And we know that liro. Duuning has morc important things to offer use &
knowledge of stone is something we all need in groeater measuro.

We oan think of two things without even giving the meatter thought which we sk
ilke to see lMr, Dunning work up for our Journal, One is a map of sources of supp’;
in Alaobama whore Indians could get the mojor materials they usode One finds o pin.
grenite disooidal in Clarke Co,, for oxample, and should inelude in his study e o
sible source. o rooall & green jasper artifact which looked 1ike imported matcu:i:
but ir, Dunning told us he had found green jaspor in Alabames 4 source of supply M
on & oontinulng basis, now finds roported from time to time to be éntered, would '
a milesvone for archaeolopy in ary state.

Anl why was “groenstone" sc popular for colts, eteo. 1.1 over the world? Tinw
vould c¢oal with its physioel properties, And, briofly, wha'l iz the geology and
.nemisbry of this material? Mr, Dunning couid graduolly worx up a primer whioh wor
£111 a nearwvacuum in our swvorege kuowledge, end *’o vogatur two wondorful hobkisn
We once showed Ir. Duaning some acrublende sohist {ss we zowall somewhat vaguely)
from o distant stato. Ho identificd it at once and said it locked to come fiwom an
old mone near Erowsuor, New YorXk. He didaft miss it far 17 ol all, It come from .
old minas some 12 %o 15 miles from Brewstor -- no ¢oudt tis sume formation if not th:

same mines e arc still impressed!

4nd by tho way, those intorested in rocks and minerals and gem polishing shoul:
by all moons join the Alabame Ilinerel ond Lapidary Sooioty (Dunning is one of the
founders and pastupresident)a Thoy meet at BirminghauwSouthern College, seocond
Friday evening of each month, and our Presidont Dahlen is getting out o corking
good newsletlier -« losation maps 'n' everything,
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THE "AN {HO DIDN'T !%KE IT

Last month ve roported that Dr. Louls SsBe Looky found the skull of what seoms
to be tho oldest known tooleraking men, which he tontatively dated at about 600,000
yoars 8goe.

Now Dre Johannes IHurzelor comes through with a follow-up on a report we mdo
some time ago ebout the "near-man" found 600 feet doop in soft~coal mines of Northe:
Italy, That first report wos ooncerning a single jaw, which aroused some skepticisy
for who would believe a near-man TVELVE MILLION YEARS A (this age is said to be
beyond dispute).

But now Dr. Hurzoler (who took up cool-mining as a profession for soveral yeer
renorts on about 60 completo skelotons of this noareman he calls Oreopithocus. And
aushropologlste are agreeing that this is a hominid -= a basically more human than
ape type, with our types of teoth and pelvis,

But of course anthropologists apgroo with Dr. Hurgeler that it is unthinkable
that this is an early mombor of our family tree == thore are to many ovidences of o
evoiution from the ape some ten million ysaors lator, But it fits in with the commo.
statement of anthropologists that mon survivod by ono chance in a million == this
"apo bereft of his teil and grown rusty at climbing", as Cabel put it, Not on ani-
mal, not yet quitc a mon == thero must have beon somo rought yoors betweon fangearnd.
olaw and the iuvention of weapons, So Oreopithecus looks as if he might be one of *
perhaps many offshoots thet tried to be a man but didn't moke it,

‘lhat 1s this upward-roaching thing in ovolution, anyhow, which doggedly persis’
in trying to develop more complex and intelligent boings? For some reason which
eseapos us, there are those who still look down their noses at evolution, To us it
gooms protty wonderful, and as worthy a mystery of life as any.

tiell, sorry you didn't make it, ir. Oroopithocus =- with ten million yearsstart
you probably would be a better man than wo are., But thanks for orewling into an
oarly Pliooene swamp to loave us a petrified record of your offort, You plainly
had anthropology on your half-mind evon then}
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LORY L IMESTONE CHAPTZR NEWS
Je Pe Luudson

-vobing ilove 2, 196y, 7130 peme, City Tloctric ‘uditorium, Decatur, alabarae

Progruom: Dlsplay of Grooved Axes, Celts, und Bame Stones (Discoidals) and Dis-
cussion and Display.

This will bo the final program devoted to Pocked, Ground and Polished Stone
hrtifactse 4s in the pest we will hove the ocamern set up to photograph tho outstand
ing plocese ind apuin, THE SUCCSS O willi 1u&TING USPRILS UFCN YCUR COOPHRATION AND
SUPFORTe Please come, ond bring your colts, axas, and pamno stoncs,

In addition to the display we will have a report on tho unnuol mooting of tho
Tonnassae 4Lrchaoologicel tociety which was held last week ond.
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MUCILT 890 LS CHAPYER NEWS
Lo Wa Beiuiich

For the October 26, 1959 meeting the President gave a talk on blowguns, how the
were made, and the meager accounts of their use during historic times by the Indian.
of the Gouthoucrt,

Seweral ecllections of projectile points. inecluding scales of the gar which
cnuld have been adapted for use as poianls iss darts, wers displeyed.

4t the Annual Meeting of the Tennessee Archaeologicel Society, Jackson, Tennr~
essee, Oct, 24-25, Alabama was woll represen’nd. There were two memb:rs from tha
Hantsville Cahpter, six from the Decatur Chawter, end thrce from the Musele Shoe.is
Ohaptev at the meeting. Mr. Jam s W, Cambren of the Decaiur Chepter presented 2 ue
er on “he Flint Creek Rock Sheltor,

e are awaiting news about the Anuval Mseting of the Alabame Archaeological
Socieliyssee(There is a meeting aiu Cullmen Ncows 18 to settle this matter. Sorry we
can'y make thls meeting -~ we elways enjoy the guys, gals and orange rolls e= buili
a medisal appointment interferes. But we vote with the crowd.) (Any papoose news?)
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BIRMINGHAM ANTHROPOLOGICAL SOCIETY NEWS
First Friday of month, 7:30 p.m., Birmingham Publie Library.

Nov, 6: Dan Josselyn discussed archesological excavation =« a few famous eama-
tears who heve made history by doing it righ% ~- a jillion "diggers" who have done
torrible dez*ruction, We are all to bleme in some measure for not Bupplying a beit
educational program both in our Societies end for the public at large. There are
wonderful possibilitiés for those who have the enthusiasm to learn the tedious
science of excavating, but remember:

One excavates the story, the history —=- not the artifects. There is no story
in a pot or ertifact of any kind -« the story is in its pliacement, assocdations,
charcoal and soil rewovered adjacent, etec, And excavating docs not destroy a site
it is transferred to maps, both vebtlcal and horizontal, so archaeologists can 2=
the whole underground situation sas if they Lad X-ray eyes. We are geuting a bar
habit of rhyming things:

EXCAVATING VERSUS "DIGGING"

We want the facts, not artifacts,
Lnd frown vzen all vandal acts,
We stuldy peorle, not just pots,
&nd excave o to see just whai's

s e s 2w

The ki:.Z 9f .an we used to be e

We excernvg Lute history.

Those f91l:s who simply want to dig
Might take &« lesson from the pigs:
He dlgs but peanuts, or a roo%,

4nd digs with nothing but his sndot!

Dez. 1, 1959 mecting will be an "open" nia,

?

co being your “talking® mausrial.
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THE ARCHAEOLOGY OF WRITING

thsssmplfnentwrtng....That could be read, after vowels are put in, "this is a
sample of ancient writing". Or other vowels might make something else. That gives
an idea of the problem of translating the Dead Sea Scrolls == written without vowel:
word or sentence separation, capitals, punctuation, and with much more indefinite
grammar, tense end a few other things thak writing has today. The word "bd" might
be bad, bade, bed, bead, bede, bid, bide, bace, bud, abids, abode.

hnd just what was the exact usage af this particuler time? Languages change *
age to age. Cen we read our own first English Bible today (Wyeliffe)? This is Loy
Tsaiah XXXV began: "Gladen shal desert and ths with oute wsie, and ful out shal ::- -
v.o wildernesse, and fouren as a 1ilie. Buriownynge it shal burioune, and ful o
»oyen, ioyeful and preising. The glorie of Liben is youe to it, the fddrnesse of
‘nrmel end of Ssronees.."

Alver a few thousend years of jumping “vom the frying pan of Hebrew to the li-
af Wyc...ffe we hardly wonder thal our lest revision of the English Bible (with th-
rcholars of all the English-speaking Protestent chmrches all over the world workir.
“or many years with many new discoveries cf ancient Bible manusoripts) = we herd:.
wonder that the New Testament alcne of the Xing James version was changed in 5,7&C
particulers! English scholars are now revision again, end admit enother revision w:
be in order when the Scrolls ére *thoroughly studied. They provide our oldest 01ld
Testement evidende by d thousand years, and in partioular will shed new insights
upon the more real meanings of ancient usage. In our King James version, for examp
Psalm XVI, 10, we find "For thou will not leave my soul in hell", By the time of
our Revised Standerd version it wes known that there was no Hebrew concept of eiths:
"soul" nr "hell" at that time, and this was changed to "For thou dost not give ma 1
%o Sheol™. It exactly what, at any given time, did "Sheol" denote and connote?
speaking of micro-excavation!



l. Knudsen Site 1 Mo. 3

/72% Aerers befwoen = Located at mouth of
QLA e/ovatians SEOANOTS S Baker 's Creek

2+ Knudsen Site 1 Mo, 1%
Small Island in Baker
Creek Backwater.

3. Knudsen Site 1 Mo. 12
01d South Bank just
West of gas line dit<

4, Knudsen Site 1 Mo, G
Jhemstrend Islend #0

5. Knudsen Site 1 Mo. 2
Chemstrand Point

henrSiran J
Pecyimeosn

6, Knudsen Site 1 Mo, 11
Chemstrand Island #.

7. Knudsen $ite 1 No. 8
Field site east of th
Chemstrand Guest Hou:z

8. Knudsen Site 1 Mo. 5, Island off Chemstrand Point Eest. Joins to mainlend at
extreme low water,

9. Knudsen Site 1 Mo. 9, Paleo Hut Site on the West bank of Clancy's Ditech.
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Sites 1,2,3 and 4, shown on the map above have been destroysd by dredging operatiocr
at the site of the new state docks. Site 7 formerly planied to cotton is now in
permenent grass and unhyntable., Site 9 has washed through and is no longer product

Since these sites are no longer huntable for the above reasons, I propose to write
descriptive artiocles on each of them for future issues of the Journal of Alabama
Archagology, I therefore solicite your cooperation and regiest that you meke avail.
able to me eny meterial you may have collected from these sites; or, if you prefer,
to write the article let me know so that I may make my collection available to you.

(signed) John P, (Pete) Knudsen
1304 1lth Street, S.E.
Dacatar, Alabama
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